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M e News & Current Events

South Dakota MTs
Protest Law

group of South Dakota massage practitioners is
protesting what it deems an unfair licensing law
passed in 2005.

“United Massage Professionals Association of South .

Dakota’s purpose is to “inform therapists, bodyworkers
and the general public why this law is unnecessary in the
state of South Dakota, and how it affects our business-
es, services and our profession,” according Victoria
Pennock, spokesperson for the group.

Central to the group’s complaint are fees, which went
into effect on Nov.1, including a $100 application fee
and a $200 licensing fee every two years, says Pennock.
Plus, massage therapists in Sioux Falls must still pay city
licensing and massage-establishment fees.

The group also objects to how the law was pushed
through, without broad-based input or support.

According to Pennock, of the 450 known massage
therapists in the state, only “a select few” from the state
chapter of the American Massage Therapy Association
were involved in the legislative effort, while most ther-
apists were unaware that an effort was underway.

Associated Bodywork and Massage Professionals has
offered assistance to the group if it wants to draft new
legislation to amend the current law.

For more information about state laws,

visit http://massagemag.com/Resources.
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Hospital Recruits
Reiki Volunteers

en Emerson Hospital, located in the Boston,

Massachusetts, suburb of Concord, put out the

call in September for volunteer reiki practitioners, the

response was “overwhelming,” according Sharon Knox,
director of community services for the hospital.

The practitioners agree to a one-year commitment to
provide 15-minute sessions to oncology patients in the
hospital’s Bethke Cancer Center, one day per week.
“Oncology patients are dealing with the issue of throb-
bing pain and have trouble sleeping and resting,” says
Knox. “That’s the population we'll be focusing on first.”

For the past five years, an in-hospital complemen-
tary-therapy group has met to educate nurses and other
staff about reiki, massage and other complementary ap-
proaches to health, Knox explains. A staff physical
therapist, who is also a reiki master, has even certified
some of the nurses in levels one and two reiki. “The
problem is they don’t have the time to do the reiki serv-
ice, so we decided to open it up to volunteers,” Knox
says. :

Patients will receive promotional information about
the new reiki service, and volunteers will introduce them-
selves around the hospital. The goal is to make it available
to any patient who wants it, Knox says.

“We hope [the program] will do nothing but contin-
ue to grow,” she says.
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Everyone needs a massage.

Your clients want to share the gift of relaxation this holiday.
Make it easy for them with our NEW holiday themed GIFT CERTIFICATES
& CARDS. Our new designs are sure to delight your clientele and ;

See all of our unique touch therapy related promotional products
and order online at our secure convenient website.

www.fingerprintz.com

increase your holiday sales. Order early!!

Call toll free at 1- 877834 4487

fingerprintz.com z

the beautiful touch® ;

www.massagemag.com

Material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17, U.S. Code)




